MIZUNO MX-19

STREET PRICE $650. SPECS 6-iron: 30 degrees; PW: 46.
KEY TECHNOLOGY A generous pocket cavity in the long
rons (4-iron through 6-iron) allows weight to be moved down
and away from the clubface to help launch the ball higher
PANELIST COMMENTS "Some clubs in this category look
cheap, but this one looks professional. The ball came off with
speed, . . . A little square at address, but | couldn’t miss it."
JUDGES' VERDICT Exudes muscle at address—a plus in
super game-improvement irons. Known for its better-player
irons, Mizuno has done a nice job for the high-handicapper.
HOT Ditching the 3-iron is a good move. NOT We miss the
forged feel we've come to expect from Mizuno irons

PING RAPTURE

STREET PRICE $1,200. SPECS 6-iron: 30.5 degrees; PW: 46
KEY TECHNOLOGY Titanium in the face allows 25 grams to
be used in a tungsten toe weight for a higher MOI. A lightweight
graphite shaft designed for the Rapture line helps improve
clubhead speed and stability. PANELIST COMMENTS “You
can really see that toe out there, but this club is functional

It has a nice swing to it, and the ball really flies out there."
JUDGES' VERDICT It's not as smooth at address as other
Ping Irons, but that's a minor distraction, Rapture means to be
carried away in a state of joy. It's an apt description for this club.
HOT Light swingweights are perfect for slow swingers.

NOT Do you really need a titanium face in your short irons?

TAYLORMADE r7 CGB MAX

STREET PRICE $1,300. SPECS 6-iron: 26 degrees; PW: 44
KEY TECHNOLOGY The ultra-thin steel clubface with In
verted-cone technology is designed to increase ball speed
Weight saved from the hollow top line (17 grams) Is used in the
form of tungsten weights in the back flange for forgiveness
PANELIST COMMENTS “A clean look for a super game-im-
provement club. . . . Terrific shots with a lot of height. Soft at
impact with plenty of power." JUDGES' VERDICT There's a
lot of technology, and it should appeal to a lot of players. High-
handicappers could benefit from a slightly wider sole

HOT Largest clubface of any TaylorMade iron. NOT Good luck
getting the strong (21-degree) 4-iron to hold the green

TOUR EDGE BAZOOKA JMAX QL

STREET PRICE $450. SPECS 6-iron: 30 degrees; PW: 46
KEY TECHNOLOGY More than 40 percent of the clubhead’s
weight has been moved to the outer edges of the club. A wide
sole and a low-profile face help lower the CG. PANELIST
COMMENTS "The amount of mass behind the face makes
me feel like I'm going to make solid contact every time. . . . The
amount of offset Is ideal." JUDGES' VERDICT The mix-and
match sets are perfect for players in this category. How could
you not like a set of irons that costs less than a single monthly
car payment? HOT The five standard shaft-flex options are
anice touch. NOT The extra-wide, extra-heavy soles on the
short irons aren't,

WILSON Di7

STREET PRICE $550. SPECS 6-iron; 28.5 degrees; PW: 43
KEY TECHNOLOGY The wide-sole, deep-cavity design gains
stability from a .500-tip graphite shaft made by UST. A thick
rear flange pulls weight away from the clubface. PANELIST
COMMENTS "“You'll want to put the umbrella up because
you'll hit shots high enough to bring rain. . . . Love the thin

top line, and the fatter shaft helps hide the offset." JUDGES'
VERDICT We're happy to see the Fat Shaft (even though Wil-
son isn't calling it that) back because it provides high-handi-
cappers with a larger margin for error. But what took so long?
HOT A thin top line and a low blade height provide a sleek
look. NOT Wish the wide shaft felt a little less “boardy.”
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